ioo     ATTACK  UPON THE CANAL

support an exhausting war. There was no money in
the Treasury, and no credit abroad. The Civil Service
was corrupt, trade was stagnant, and the fighting
spirit of the population weakened by an unceasing
succession of campaigns in the Balkans and in Northern
Africa. None the less, Turkey mobilized her armies on
the 2nd August 1914.

The Ottoman Government described the measure
as an act of precaution ; but in reality it was the
preliminary of a declaration of war upon the Allies.
Germany and Turkey in the closing days of July 1914
had reached a mutual understanding.1 The details of
the pact are still undisclosed, and what Turkey was to
receive for her assistance is not known. Aggrandize-
ment at the expense of Russia perhaps : territorial
concessions in Persia, no doubt* But fruitful Egypt
surely must have been a prize reserved for the other
partner. The secret of the Alliance was well kept by
the contracting parties. Although so important an

1 Djemal Pasha, Minister of Marine, and during the War the
Commander-in-Chief in the Palestine area, in his Memories of a 'Turkish
Statesman, 1912-19 (Hutchinson), declares categorically that * the
Turco-German Alliance was not concluded during the War, as people
have hitherto believed. It was certainly signed on 2nd August 1914,
but negotiations had been in progress long before the War/

Mr. Winston Churchill in his reminiscences of the War is still more
explicit. In describing the escape out of the Mediterranean of the
Goeben and the Breslau, the two German cruisers, he says, * Not until
long after did we learn the blasting secret which would have destroyed
all our doubts. Already in the crisis of July the leaders of the Young
Turk Party were in vital negotiation with the Germans, and on
August 3 the German Admiralty telegraphed to Admiral Souchon
on board the Goeben that an alliance had been signed with Turkey,
and that he was to proceed at once to Constantinople, Thus all the
time we were deceived.*

Major-General Sir M. Bowman Manifold, in his Outline of tie
Egyptian and, Palestine Campaigns, 1914-18 (Mackay & Co., Chat-
ham), writes, ' It is known now that on the 4th August the Kaiser
informed the Greek Minister in Berlin that an alliance existed between
Germany and Turkey.'